MAHATMA  GANDHI  AT  RABINDRANATH* S  SANTINUCfcTAtt
It was a memorable day for the Santiniketan Asram.
Rabindranath had just reached Calcutta via Silaidaha after
his tour in North India. Through the spring-tide which
the new ideas and measures of Balaka had brought about,
his poetic life was blossoming anew. Life at the Brahma-
Vidyalaya and the Asram was also running high with zest
for work and service to mankind. Without being dispirited
by Gurudev's absence the Asram boys took every care
to arrange for the reception of their guest.
On the eve of the reception the boys worked till
12-30 at night. They had worked till 10-30 the night
before. They took to the work with so much joy and
enthusiasm as to make it unforgettable.
This beautiful reception was arranged in the pure Indian
style. The boys of the Asram did not belie the hope which
Rabindranath had expressed in a letter to Andrews from
Calcutta. One wonders if in this letter (18 February, 1915)
Gandhiji was addressed as 'Mahatma* for the first time:
I hope that Mahatma and Mrs. Gandhi have arrived
in Bolpur, and Santiniketan has accorded them such
a welcome as befits her and them. I shall convey my
love personally to them when we meet.
Gandhiji also records in his Autobiography:
The teachers and students overwhelmed me with
affection. The reception was a beautiful combination
of simplicity, art and love.
An interesting description appeared in a contemporary
issue of the Tattvabodhini Patrika:
Gandhiji and his wife arrived at the Asram in the
afternoon of the 17th February. A canopy was hung on
the newly constructed road for his reception. There
he was received with a homage of flowers and sandal-
325